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to reinforce the prevailing trend towards individualism.
Mobility The counterpart of mobility of capital is mobility of
of labour. iabOTjr> without which the rapid growth of the industrial
system would have been impossible. We need to revise our
notions of the immobility of the older English society : the
practice of migration was a common phenomenon in earlier
times. The stability of agrarian life was often apparent
rather than real, and its conservatism was impotent to
prevent massive changes. During the later Middle Ages
the prevalent conditions favoured the fluidity of labour in a
marked degree. In the fourteenth century, after the Black
Death, the discontent of the peasantry with the burdens of
villeinage spurred on their ambition for better things, and
the flight of serfs from the manor dispersed a considerable
portion of the rural stock. The scale on which this move-
ment occurred must have left a permanent impression on
the outlook of the village community. In the next century
industry began to prove more attractive than husbandry.
It offered a wider scope to men of initiative and enterprise
who craved for new opportunities of advancement and
profitable sources of livelihood: it afforded fresh openings
to restless spirits impelled to wander from their homes and
fields to seek their fortunes in the towns, within whose walls
a fugitive villein could secure his emancipation by residence
for a year and a day. The cry went up that tillage was
decaying from the scarcity of agricultural workers, and the
efforts of the Government to check the rural exodus and
maintain labour on the land led Oxford to complain that
scholars had withdrawn from the University, " saying that
they may not have artificers to serve them ". Although in
some districts peasant families have clung to one locality
for hundreds of years, we have learnt from manorial rolls
and Tudor subsidy rolls that elsewhere the inhabitants
shifted from generation to generation. In the seventeenth
century—despite the restraints on the flow of farm labour
imposed by the settlement laws and by the compulsion to
service in husbandry—-the mobile state of the countryside
is reflected in the statement of a contemporary that " few
in common fields do keep their lands three generations ".

